NB. IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR TRAVELLERS TO ZIMBABWE.

There have been changes to the Zimbabwe economy with the introduction of the new unity government. There is a very long way to go to rebuild this once wealthy nation but at least there are some positive changes.

The Zimbabwe Dollar as a currency has been shelved at least for the next year until the economy revives. Zimbabwe Currency
Things are no longer priced in Zimbabwe dollars, but rather in US Dollars or Rand. 

Credit Cards. 

Some of the larger tour operators are now accepting Visa Credit Cards for payment of activities and most of the Hotels are now able to accept payment via credit and debit cards. However many of the smaller outfits are not able to accept cards for payment and cash is still required. Travellers Cheques are not accepted.

ATM  - cash machines
Barclays Bank and some of the other banks in Victoria Falls have activated their cash machines and you can now get cash US Dollars out of the ATM machine. They accept VISA and MASTERCARD cards with pin numbers. "Even though the stickers say Visa Only, if you check inside the bank, most confirm Mastercards are accepted".

Barclays Bank Zimbabwe charges you $1.25 per transaction, but your local bank at home is also likely to charge you a fee and this can be quite high. So it acts as a good back up plan, but still best to get your currency before you go. 

Maximum withdrawal is $500 per day. 

 Travellers Cheques
Are NOT accepted by most places and I would NOT recommend using them.
 

South African Rand and Botswana Pula.

Please be aware that almost everything is priced in US Dollars. You can pay for things in Rand or Pula but some places when converting will give you shocking exchange rates. For example at the time of writing the bank rate is Rand 7.0 to USD 1. but they will convert at 10 to 1. For example a coke is $1 or R10 or an entry visa is $55 or Rand 550. So my advice is to purchase some US dollars cash before arrival certainly enough to pay for all your entry requirements at the border. Some exceptions to this are the supermarket which is priced in Rand and US dollars and the activity tour operators who use the Bank mid rate of the day.

It is still advisable to:
** TAKE CASH WITH YOU ** 
** DON’T RELY COMPLETELY ON CREDIT CARDS **
** DO NOT USE TRAVELLERS CHEQUES**
** PAY FOR ACCOMMODATION AND ACTIVITIES BEFORE YOU GO ** 

* Carry mostly small denominations of currency. This makes paying for restaurant bills and curios easier, as change is not always available. Carry larger denominations only for activities and accommodation that are not booked and paid for in advance.

